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P R I N C I P A L S  C O R N E R

Hello Tri-County Trojans!  Q3 is ending on March 5th.  

It’s hard to believe the year has gone by so quickly.  I

wanted to reiterate how proud I am of our students,

staff, and families.  We have adjusted as well as we

can during a global pandemic with many changes.  

A few upcoming events we have scheduled are the

Elementary Spring Concert and the Secondary Spring

Concert.  They will be onsite here at Tri-County in the

HS gymnasium.  The Elementary Spring Concert will

be held on Tuesday, April 6th at 6:00 p.m.  The

Secondary Spring Concert will be held on Tuesday,

April 13th at 6:00 p.m.  All spectators/guests will be

required to wear masks.  

Winter FAST testing has been completed.  The

elementary increased their scores in literacy from

52% at benchmark to 64% from comparing the data

from the Fall to the Winter.  80 secondary students

received the ½ personal day incentive which is

terrific. 

The ISASP (replaced Iowa Assessments) will be

given on April 12th-April 23rd.  These assessments

are administered to students in grades 3rd-11th. 

 Specific details will be coming home closer to the

assessment window.  Students will need their

computers, earbuds, and I am requesting devices

stay at school so they may be charged overnight. 

We are looking forward to the Spring weather and

sunshine.  

Have a great 4th Quarter, Trojans!~Ms. Berg

jennifer.berg@tri-countyschools.com (641)634-2632 

 Ext. #141

BY MS BERG
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M A R C H  H A P P E N I N G S

Mar 1-5 Dr. Seuss Dress Up Days* 

see pg 6

Mar 3- 1:00 Dismissal

Mar 8- 1:00 Dismissal

Mar 10-1:00 Dismissal

Mar 17-1:00 Dismissal Happy St.

Patrick's Day

Mar 24-1:00 Dismissal

Mar 31-1:00 Dismissal



S P R E A D I N G  L O V E

The Junior Class of 2022 would like to

thank the community support for their most

recent fundraiser. In the month of

February, the Junior Class wanted to

spread a little love for Valentines Day, and

offered Valentines for purchase at the

school. They consisted of carnation

flowers, candy bags, and Orange Crush

pop. The Juniors had a great time passing

out the Valentines to the student body on

Friday, February 12th, and enjoyed

spreading a little bit of love and happiness

to the school. 

BY MRS.  MCDONALD

With the crazy times that are upon us, it is

nice to put that to the side and find the

good in certain things. Thank you again to

the community, parents, and friends for

helping them spread the love this

Valentines Day!
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Lauren Molyneux passing out Valentines 
to the Preschool class.

Class or 2022 Front row: Madison Purdy, Lily Elwood, Lauren
Molyneux,  Dayton Orr-Meyer Second Row: Kobe Riffel and
Scott Rivet



The Budget Unit is in full swing in Human Growth and Development class. Students are

currently learning to create a monthly budget from fictitious jobs randomly drawn from a

hat. They and their partner must then budget to buy houses and cars using loans and

current interest rates, along with insurance. Students even have to figure out how much

they would spend in gas a month and over the course of a year. Katie Post, who took the

class last year, stated, “It gives a realistic view of how much things cost. It made me

realize how much I spend on gas a year.” Katie has graciously volunteered to come out of

study hall for a few days and partner up with a current student due to odd numbers in the

class. She must have enjoyed the unit so much last year, she couldn’t wait to do it a

second time around.After purchasing a house and cars, students must then budget for

everything from cell phones and  health insurance, to utilities and groceries. The health

insurance costs are always a big shock for students and can take a huge toll on their

planned budgets. But the fun doesn’t stop there! What would life be without a few

surprises along the way -  good and bad? Students next draw a random surprise that

could consist of anything from their favorite pet “Spot” needing a surgery costing $1500

or their furnace breaking down costing $3500, to their favorite Aunt Mabel passing away

leaving them $40,000 or their parents graciously giving them a late wedding present of

$10,000. Students can then work the surprises into their budget for better or for

worse.Lastly, students use a search engine site to figure out the average cost for the first

year of having a baby. They select all the baby items they decide are needs before

drawing to see how many children life sends their way. Some may decide to forgo having

children and travel overseas while others may end up having two sets of twins or going

for their baseball team and having six healthy sons! Life sure can get complicated and

busy very quickly in this class. They then adjust their budgets to fit their growing families.

Students seem to highly enjoy this unit each year. Grace Randall, who took the class last

year, exclaimed, “It helped me put things into perspective and made me realize how

expensive things were, so you couldn’t be spending money on unnecessary things. Just

because you want it doesn’t mean you need it.” That is great advice, Grace!.

B U D G E T S  A N D  C A R  L O A N S  A N D
M O R T G A G E S ,  O H  M Y !

BY SONJA ANDERSON
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S P R I N G  C O N C E R T

The elementary will be having an

in-person Spring Concert come

April. Music can make us happier,

help us deal with hard things—and

you can even learn the other

subjects, like Math or History if you

sing the information! So, the

concert will include a story told with

musical accompaniment that the

students created and a geography

lesson. A good part of January was

spent creating original rhythm

routines and the hope is some 5th

and 6th graders will share these.

The students will also be singing

partner songs and countermelodies

—both of which produce pretty

harmonies because the songs go

nicely together. They will also be

singing songs that are just fun!

Please look for more details about

our concert coming out soon.

BY RENEE ANDREWS
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F F A  S U B  D I S T R I C T
R E S U L T S

Results from FFA Sub District Contest

held at Iowa Valley High School are:

Welding team Hope Seaton &

Jennah Thomas: 3rd Gold Rating,

Advancing to Districts March 6 at

Mediapolis

Hope Seaton: Individual-Gold Rating,

3rd place 

Jennah Thomas: Individual-Silver

Rating-11th place 

Emily Roberts: Public Speaking-

Silver Rating 4th place

Lauren Molyneux: Job Interview-

Silver Rating 4th place Alternate

Reanna Robb: Ag Broadcast-Bronze

Rating

The welding team had only started 3

weeks prior outside of school.  They

topped several students who have

been in the welding academy through

community colleges. I believe this is

the first team of two girls to advance

to Districts in welding in the 40 years I

have been teaching! Congratulations! 

BY MIKE STRIEGEL



Do you have an old TC Youth Sports

basketball jersey sitting around that you

are no longer using?  If so, you can

donate it to TC Youth Sports as they are

trying to accumulate jerseys for future

kids to use and recycle each season

(instead of buying new). If you would like

to donate your youth basketball jersey,

please send it to school with your child

and give it to Jill Hall or Adrianne

Thomas.

B A S K E T B A L L  J E R S E Y S
W A N T E D

BY BROOKE ZITTERGRUEN
TCYS
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JERSEY RECYCLE
PROGRAM
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DR SEUSS CELEBRATION
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